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Father Isaac Mary Relyea

At a time when civil society is under relentless assault, 
the institutional Church has off ered little to clarify 
Catholic teaching or to bolster the spines of the Cath-
olic faithful. St. Louisans reached out for inspiration to 
a national treasure, Fr. Isaac Mary Relyea. He drove to 
St. Louis and, on March 19, 2022, delivered his “Solu-
tions for a World in Crisis” to more than 300 Catholics 
gathered at the Hilton Doubletree at Westport. 
For those not able to attend, here are some of the key 
points put forth, passionately and unapologetically, 
by the street-fi ghter who became a Franciscan priest.

Th e Problems
Our problems have become much clearer in the last 
few years - the globalist “plandemic,” corrupt civic 
leaders, an immoral healthcare industry, and so much 
more. Father Isaac (F.I.): “What is happening now is 
the devil attempting to drag as many souls to Hell as 
he can. He knows his time is short.” 
Leaders in the Catholic Church have actively sup-
ported the globalist agenda. Look no further than 
their locking our church doors, even before receiving 
any such (false) orders from civil authorities. 
F.I.: “Catholics ought to be reminded that, over three 
centuries ago, Our Lady of Good Success spoke ex-
plicitly for our time:

Our Lady of Good Success:
17th century message for OUR Times
At the Royal Convent of the Immaculate Heart 
in Quito, Ecuador, in the 1630’s, Mother Mariana 
de Jesus Torres was visited by the Blessed Virgin 
numerous times. Our Lord also spoke to her. Mary 
prophesied to the nun about crisis in the Church and 
civil society in late 20th century:

• Th e Sacraments abused and set aside
• Vocations perish 
• Impurity inundates the streets
• Masons thrive; the devil nourishes himself upon 

the delicacy of the hearts of children 
• Th e Church suff ers “a dark night of the lack of a 

Prelate and Father to watch over them” 
• Many priests place their souls in great danger

Jesus said directly to Mother Mariana:
Many books will be written. But the 
practice of virtue and doctrines will be 
found in only a few souls; saints will 
become rare. My priests and religious 
will fall into a fatal indiff erence. 

Th e Mother of God assured Mother Mariana of 
three centuries of mysterious obscurity before 
becoming well known. And she promised her “good 
success” to those who fostered devotion to her un-
der the invocation Our Lady of Good Success.
———————————————————————
FYI: A very small team in St. Louis prays the No-
vena to Our Lady of Good Success each month, 
beginning on the 24th. All Catholics are welcome to 
join!  For more information, contact CREDO.
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“In this supreme moment of need of the Church, 
those who should speak will fall silent.” 

We are being chastised (an act of love) by Our Father 
so that we may understand the non-charitable way we 
are living. Now, lest we blame our priests solely, the 
great St. John Eudes illuminates, “The worst chastise-
ment God sends upon the people is to send them the 
priests they deserve.” 

Perspective
F.I.: “Ranting and raving about today’s problems is 
useless if we end there. We need solutions. We must 
take action - each of us. Ask ourselves … Are WE and 
our CHURCH LEADERS acting in TRUE CHARITY, 
where the highest priority is saving souls?”

Solutions
1.	 Heed Our Lady of Fatima 

She begs us to get out of our slumber! She 
warned that war would be punishment for our 
sins and that the evils of Communism would 
spread worldwide. She told us how to relieve the 
suffering: (a) Consecrate Russia to Her Immacu-
late Heart. F.I.: “We must plead, as a community, 
to the Pope and to our bishops for the Conse-
cration of Russia to be CORRECTLY done” and 
(b) Fulfill the first five Saturdays devotion. F.I.: 
“How difficult is it really to fulfill Our Lady’s 
request for this devotion?”

2.	 Use the Holy Rosary
Given directly to St. Dominic in 1214 by Our Lady … F.I.: “It is the mightiest weapon provided to us by 
God - as a WEAPON to battle heresy. Three sets of mysteries - not four! All Hell trembles when we pray 
the Hail Mary. Mary is the Woman who will crush Satan’s head!” In St. Louis De Montfort’s True Devotion 
and The Secret of the Rosary (two of the greatest works on devotion to Mary and the Rosary), we learn of the 
range of astounding benefits of the Rosary: from stopping wars, famine, and plague … to the gradual be-
stowing of a perfect knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

The Secret of the Rosary
Saint Louis de Montfort 

Father Isaac exhorts Catholics to pray the Rosary, 
pointing to St. Louis de Montfort’s The Secret of 
the Rosary wherein the saint elucidates powerful 
rewards to be gained by saying the Holy Rosary 
with pure intention, real attention, and reverence. 
The benefits include:

•	Gives us victory over our enemies
•	Sinners obtain pardon
•	Makes it easy for us to practice virtue
•	Those who weep, find joy
•	Sets us on fire with love of our Blessed Lord
•	Enriches us with graces and merits  
•	Gradually obtain perfect knowledge of Jesus 

Our Lady to Blessed Alan de la Roche:
“I want people who have a devotion to my Ro-
sary to have my Son’s grace and blessing during 
their lifetime and at their death, and after their 
death I want them to be freed from all slavery 
so that they will be like kings wearing crowns 
and with scepters in their hands and enjoying 
eternal glory.” 

—————————————————————
Considering joining a Confraternity of the Most 
Holy Rosary? St. Louis de Montfort:
The faithful should be strongly urged to join the 
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary … “[the most 
valuable confraternity] because it has been awarded 
more indulgences than any other in the Church, and 
ever since its inception there has hardly been a Pope 
who has not opened up the Treasures of the Church 
to enrich it with further privileges.”
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3.	 Consecrate yourself to Our Lady
She is the mediatrix of all Graces. F.I.: “She will 
not remove our cross; she leads us to the cross of 
Jesus and teaches us to stand before it (as she did 
at Calvary) and how to accept it, to embrace it, to 
love it. Consecrating ourselves to the Mother of 
God is a sign of predestination. We become her 
property and place ourselves under her mantle.” 

4.	 Personal mental prayer - daily
St. Teresa of Avila: “Mental prayer is nothing but a 
conversation with God … thirty minutes of men-
tal prayer every day for six months will move our 
spiritual life to another level.” In mental prayer, 
God reveals to us our defects and instills in us the 
resolve to work on them. 

5.	 Frequent the Sacraments
F.I.: “...especially the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
the Traditional Latin Mass, where belief in the 
Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist is 
fostered and where Holy Communion is not given 
in the hand! And Confession!” 

6.	 Do penance
Fast regularly and accept with zeal the crosses sent 
to us every day by Our Lord. 

7.	 Learn and understand our Faith
… so that you can recognize apostasy in the 
Church and withstand it. We are being constantly 
poisoned by bad shepherds, more so today than at 
any time in the Church’s history. F.I.: “Study the 
Faith. Devour The Catechism of the Council of Trent. 

Don’t waste your time reading “good books.” Read 
the Councils and the Doctors of the Church and 
the Fathers of the Church and the Saints. You will 
grow in holiness and wisdom. You will never go 
wrong. You will never go astray. In past centuries, 
Catholics might have been excused for not reading 
extensively because they did not have access to the 
documents or books. That is not the case today. Ev-
ery one of us has easy access on the internet to read 
all of them. We will be judged on whether we made 
the effort to educate ourselves!”
Father Isaac cites St. Vincent of Lerins of the fifth 
century, a prominent voice of truth in the wake of 
the Arian Heresy, when three fourths of those in the 
Church, including bishops, had been in heresy.

Lessons from History
Father Isaac reminded us that Church History provides perspective and motivation for our times:

•	When every other bishop went along with the Church of England’s apostasy, St. John Fisher stood with 
traditional Church teaching. F.I.:“This wasn’t Bishop John Fisher standing alone, in the right, against all 
the other bishops … it was the true Catholic Church that was right, standing against all those bishops.”

•	St. Athanasius who stood against the Arian Heresy: “God has promised to be like a wall of fire around 
those who rightly believe in Him. Catholics who remain faithful to Tradition, even if they are reduced to 
but a handful, they are the true Church of Jesus Christ. May God console you!”

•	Our Lady came to La Salette on September 19, 1846 and told us, “The Church will be in eclipse; the world 
will be in dismay”. 

Father Isaac: “Yes, the Church is in eclipse, but it is alive. The gates of Hell will not prevail.”

Detecting Heresy …  
Saint Vincent of Lerins

“Whether I or anyone else should wish to detect 
a fraud and avoid the snares of heretics as they 
rise, and to continue sound and complete in the 
Catholic faith, we must, the Lord helping, fortify 
our own belief in two ways … (1) by authority 
of the Divine Law … (2) by the Tradition of the 
Catholic Church (pointing us to Scripture and 
Dogma) … Moreover, in the Catholic Church 
itself, all possible care must be taken that we hold 
that faith which has been believed everywhere, 
always, and by all - but that is truly and in the 
strictest sense Catholic.”

Continues on page 9 ➤
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Wayward Signs on the Road to Ecumenism

In January of 2022, on the eve of the Feast of 
St. John Bosco, the St. Louis Archdiocese host-
ed an ecumenical prayer hour at St. John Bosco 
Catholic Church, Maryland Heights, MO. A to-
tal of 18 leaders of various religious denomina-
tions, as well as Archbishop Rozanski, took part 
in what the archdiocese billed as an “hour of 
unity.” Ecumenism can be a good thing, but for 
Catholics, ecumenism can also quite easily trample on 
the Deposit of Faith. It is vital for Catholics to recognize 
when it does, and for this reason we shine a spotlight on 
certain aspects of this event.

• Our archbishop led the “Our Father,” using the com-
mon Protestant version ending with “for Th ine is 
the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory.” 

• All attendees repeated a confession of sins aloud, re-
gardless of whether the individuals had committed 
the sins.

• Th ere was no objection when a Protestant leader re-
cruited all to, “come my way.”

• Th ere were no prayers to the Blessed Virgin Mother, 
presumably to appease all religions.

Most alarming, perhaps, was the shunning of Our 
Lord, present in the tabernacle. Th is played out in 
numerous ways:

• General indiff erence to the real presence when mov-
ing about the sanctuary 

• When asked if Our Lord is present this evening, 
Archbishop Rozanski, standing with a Pentecostal 
leader, replied, “Yes, it appears the light is on.” Sub-
sequently approached and questioned about the lack 
of reverence being paid to Our Lord being present, 
our archbishop commented, “It will be ok.”

• Immediately aft er the archbishop was asked about 
the Eucharist, the Pentecostal leader went as far as 
to off er the query “What’s that?” and “I still haven’t 
learned about that.” Our leaders did not take this 
opportunity to educate and to evangelize. 

St. Louis Catholics, aware of these actions, should weigh 
them against the Church’s Deposit of Faith:

Th e First Commandment: “I am the Lord thy 
God, thou shalt not have strange gods before 
Me.” We fi nd in Th e Catechism of the Council 

Heads-up: Th e archbishop of St. Louis is currently promoting another ecumenical prayer event on 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 @ 7pm at St. John Bosco Catholic Church, Maryland Heights, MO.
Th is initially appears to be a repeat of the January 2022 event described above. CREDO is reaching out to the 
archbishop for clarifi cation. All Catholics in the archdiocese are encouraged to speak up. Contact the arch-
bishop about this event. Speak with your friends. Please continue praying that the Catholic Church carries 
out its true ecumenical mission, to convert others to Catholicism with zeal and without compromising an 
inch on the Deposit of Faith. Would St. Paul have it any other way?   
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of Trent, The Catechism of Pope Pius X, and 
the Baltimore Catechism state that the First 
Commandment forbids idolatry and taking 
part in non-Catholic worship.

Participation in non-Catholic worship is called com-
municatio in sacris, and it has been rightly forbidden 
by the Church since the time of the Fathers. “Worship” 
contrary to the prescribed rituals of the Church, such 
as that displayed in many modern “ecumenical” ser-
vices, is strictly forbidden to all Catholics; this obliga-
tion cannot be dispensed by a priest or bishop. It is a 
matter of Divine Law, not human law.
Is it prohibited to attend the wedding or funeral of a 
friend or relative, who is not Catholic? No, not at all, 

as long as one observes the distinction between at-
tendance and participation. It has long been held that 
Catholics may attend other Christian services such 
as weddings or funerals, or in the service of a public 
office, as long as they do not participate in the service 
they attend, by even so much as singing a hymn. (Note: 
non-Christian services are not to be attended under 
any circumstances.) Communicatio in sacris is a very 
grave matter. One who, knowing this, actively wor-
ships at a non-Catholic “service”—even if seemingly 
approved by a priest or bishop—incurs mortal sin. In 
general, we may never indicate in language or in action 
that non-Catholic rituals are equivalent to Catholic lit-
urgy, nor that they are somehow acceptable to God. ●

 
Thoughts on All Things New

At first glance, the All Things New (ATN) program 
in the St. Louis Archdiocese might have appeared not 
to be very relevant to CREDO and to our members. 
A strong and growing Catholic culture in St. Louis is 
our primary interest. It didn’t seem that ATN’s emerg-
ing priorities (evangelization and economic viability) 
would necessarily threaten that culture. As the process 
has developed, however, a variety of concerns have 
surfaced. We feel compelled to offer a few thoughts.

Most Beautiful Churches
The promoters of ATN have made it clear that many par-
ishes will close. A specific concern now is the shuttering 
of older church buildings that are some of the archdio-
cese’s most beautiful architecturally. Their shape, orien-
tation and amenities were designed for the most reverent 
forms of worship, especially the traditional Latin Mass. 
We owe the existence of these magnificent churches to 
the hard work and sacrifices of generations before us. If 
they are lost, much of our cultural inheritance will dis-
appear with them. Will our generation offend God by al-
lowing this to happen on our watch? 

Groundhog Day
Students of Church history might observe that we’ve 
recently seen a similar movie. Church leaders have en-
gineered the ATN “process” in ways similar to the Call 
to Action initiative of the mid-1970’s, when we learned 
plenty about pre-ordained outcomes and about the abil-

ity of progressives within the Church to organize and 
to speak loudly. Those lessons should make us wary to-
day. Yet, many Catholics are blindly supportive of ATN, 
without daring to challenge its underlying suppositions 
or without thinking critically about its eventual impact 
on the Catholic culture in St. Louis. Some may ultimate-
ly be surprised. In the future, many may regret not hav-
ing been more seriously engaged at a pivotal moment 
such as this. 

The Evangelization Gaslight 
Archdiocesan leaders, on recommendations from Cath-
olic Leadership Institute (CLI), propose that the core of 
ATN be to restructure parishes and focus on sales and 
recruiting, as if the Church were a business. Voila! The 
magic bullet—Evangelization. Is this a sound priority? 
To think so, one would have to believe that Catholics, 
who are not anchored solidly in the Deposit of Faith, 
Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition can somehow ef-
fectively spread the Catholic faith. The exodus from our 
pews over recent decades should be evidence enough of 
the folly of that belief. 

Clearing the Temple
Our Lord drove the moneychangers from the Temple, 
enraged that His Father’s house was so tainted with 
evil. Could church closures today be God’s way of stop-
ping evil? Many lay Catholics might be unaware that 
Church funds are used to Continues on page 11 ➤
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OBEDIENCE—In a Time of Sift ing
More and more these days, St. Louis Catholics are giving serious thought to questions such as, “Should I follow 
whatever our Catholic leaders say and do?” Why such questions - and why now?  
When CREDO was founded in the mid-nineties, conditions in society and in the Church were somewhat “stable”. 
Change was gradual, keeping confusion and anxiety about matters of church and state relatively mild.  Catholics gen-
erally believed, rightly or not, that the Church was engaged in battle (as expected) against society’s ills.    
Times have changed. Any “stability” that existed decades ago has been destroyed, at every level from local to glob-
al, as the words and actions of leaders - both religious and civic—grow more extreme and confounding. Many 
Catholics now see leaders in the Church as wavering in their beliefs, thus unwilling to battle ills within the Church 
and throughout society. In some cases, clergy behavior is even seen as compounding the problems. Sensible ques-
tions are surfacing like:  

• Are our priests unapologetically preaching truth, whole truth, and nothing but truth from the pulpit?
• Are the actions of Church leaders and institutions demonstrating Catholic truth regarding the sanctity of life 

and gender ideology?
• Where should a lay person turn when messages from the Pope and from bishops are confusing, or when they 

contradict each other, or when they appear to oppose longstanding teachings of the Church?  
• Should we silently accept the forced retirement of holy priests and deacons due to “noncompliance”?  
• Ought we accept suppression of the Traditional Latin Mass across the archdiocese? What about forbidding 

priests to off er Mass ad orientum?
Concerns continue to mount. At some point, a foreboding question occurs to the faithful, even those whose in-
stinct is to follow Church leaders without questioning. “Is it possible that my soul could ever be endangered by 
following my Church leaders?” Th is is a serious question, prompted by serious times.  

All things are throwing out into light and prominence the two ultimate powers, which divide the destinies 
of men. Th e confl ict is a simple antagonism of Christ and Antichrist; and the two arrays are marshalling in 
order, and men are choosing their principles or events are choosing for them, and they are drift ing uncon-
sciously into currents of which they are not aware ...
Men have need to look to their principles. Th ey have to make a choice between two things, between faith in 
a teacher speaking with an infallible voice … or the spirit of fragmentary Christianity, which is the source 
of disorder and ends in unbelief.
Th e events of every day are carrying men further and further in the career on which they have entered. 
Every day men are becoming more and more divided. Th ese are times of sift ing.

–Henry Edward Cardinal Manning
Th e Present Crisis of the Holy See (1861)

Cardinal Manning wrote those words early in a stretch of history that is still unfolding today. He says this is a time 
when the battle between the two ultimate powers is out in the open. Further, he warns Continues on page 11 ➤
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Update: From the CREDO Board of Directors
With so much happening in our world and in the Church in 2022, the CREDO Board of Directors decided to 
step back and assess our role in all of this. Here is a quick overview. We welcome your input and/or questions 
at any time!
Regarding the organization’s mission, we reaffi  rmed our founders’ passion and describe our calling this way:

To foster - across the St. Louis area - a robust, growing and infl uential Catholic community that is 
steadfastly moored to the Deposit of Faith passed by Jesus Christ to the Apostles. Th e Deposit ended 
with the death of the last apostle. Since then, the Church with infallibility preserves and guards it. It 
adds or subtracts nothing.

Issues discussed have included: 
• CREDO goals and accomplishments 
• Circumstances today vs. when CREDO was founded in 1995
• CREDO’s role today vs. when CREDO was founded in 1995 

Lively debate ultimately forged some clarity regarding the following: a worsening situation in the Church; CREDO’s 
high-level objectives; the specifi c initiatives CREDO should address as priorities; and action plans. With renewed 
focus, the board is overseeing those actions. In general, we hope to bear fruit in 2023 in ways such as the following:

A. Our founders began by getting St. Louisans together for information and fellowship. We’ll reinvigorate this 
in 2023. Dinner forums (2-3/year) will gather us to enjoy evenings of beauty and goodness, and to celebrate 
Catholic truth. 

B. In addition to dinner forums and because of our rapidly changing times, informal events throughout the year 
will help members and guests explore our faith with an eye to current events. 

C. Newsletters (in the tradition of our founders) published 3-4 times per year. Content will include:
• recent and upcoming events produced by CREDO and other sources
• current issues where St. Louis faithful may be at risk of scandal
• ongoing catechesis

D. CREDO will revamp its website to better serve members, including direct access to a reliable source for 
catechism.

Th ose are CREDO’s immediate priorities, and more is teed up once we hit full stride. Please contact us anytime if 
you have any input or ideas! 
Of course, nearly everything CREDO does is done by volunteers, so if you can carve out even a little time to help 
any of our teams (it’s rewarding and fun), we’d love to hear from you! Just call or text (314) 322-0337 or email us 
at CREDOstLouis@gmail.com and we will get you together with one of the team leaders. 

Regards,
Th e CREDO Board ●
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CREDO Accomplishments 2022
Time, talent, and treasure contributed by faithful Cath-
olics made possible the following CREDO activities in 
this past year:  

• Supported Cancelled and Oppressed Priests and 
Seminarians.

• Continued to act for the good as a close hold in-
formation clearing house, think tank, pipeline, 
touchstone and facilitator as needed for Catholic 
goings on in the St. Louis and midwest regions. 
Th is is and was key during diffi  cult times for Holy 
Mother Church, especially considering the local 
All Th ings New program and global developments 
in the Church.

• Continued to act publicly as a deposit and resource 
of relevant Catholic information including videos, 
information on the COVID–19 shot, education, 
adoration sites, stories of interest, faith misinter-
pretations and missteps, etc. 

• Continued to support the One True Faith including the 
Traditional Latin Mass (TLM), the Mass of the Ages.

• Held Fr. Mary Isaac Relyea Forum. 
• CREDO funded and produced an impactful, reveal-

ing documentary – SCANDAL  Th e Catholic Culture 
of Death, soon to be released. 

• Promoted Catholic movies shown locally and na-
tionally: St. Michael: Meet the Angel and Mother 
Th eresa-No Greater Love

• Introduced beautiful traditional 
CREDO Holy Mass Cards for spe-
cial intentions and for 
the dead: they come 
in both singular Mass 
and Gregorian Masses 
(30 consecutive daily 
Masses)

• Off ered Funeral Announcements for our dear mem-
bers and benefactors. 

• Promoted Catholic and Family events: Poetry in 
Music at the Carmelites, Public Rosaries, Square 
Dancing at the K of C, National March for Catholics, 
Father Harrison’s Last Holy Mass at St.  Mary of 
Victories, Floriani: Th e Sacred in St.  Louis, Th e 
Festival of Saint Louis, Carmelite Annual Novena, 
and the Annual Bringing America Back to Life 
(BABL) Convention.

• Supported and promoted: Evening with a Canon 
Lawyer from our old friends, the St. Joseph 
Foundation, STLCatholics.org and Save our St. Louis 
Parishes (sostlp.org), to inform Catholics of their 
rights and responsibilities under Canon Law, in the 
case of parish closings and other situations.

Th anks to all who supported these eff orts. Needless to 
say, enormous challenges exist right now in our com-
munity and in the Church generally. Th e members of 
CREDO envision a very busy 2023! ●

8. Keep Perspective and Have Peace of Heart: 
F.I.: “Let us be prepared to see whole nations destroyed. Let us be prepared to see the Church of Jesus Christ 
go underground—it did already during the persecution. But let us put our trust and hope in God and His 
Mother. Trust Our Lord’s word in the gospel of Matthew (8:23)”:

“When He came into the boat His disciples followed Him. And behold a great tempest arose in the sea so that 
the boat was covered in waves. He was asleep. Th ey came to Him and awakened Him, saying, “Lord save us, 
we perish.” And Jesus said to them “Why are ye fearful, oh ye of little faith? Th en rising up He commanded 
the winds, and the sea, and there came a great calm.” 

Father Isaac: “My friends … He is in control. It is His Church. It is not our Church—that is Modernism - but we 
do have a role to play.”
On a beautiful spring day in 2022, in his uniquely piercing and down-to-earth style, Fr. Isaac did, indeed, provide 
St. Louis Catholics with very practical and actionable solutions for our world today. His full presentation can be 
viewed at: https://rumble.com/v1078y5-father-isaac-mary-relyea-solutions-for-our-world-today.html ●

➤ Continued from Page 4
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Weekly Public Rosary–All are welcome!
At statue of Saint Louis in Forest Park, 

Saturdays 3:00 p.m. (spring/summer 6:30 p.m.)

Bringing America Back to Life (BABL) 
Attend America’s Oldest, 

Largest Annual Pro-Life Convention in March! 
bringingamericabacktolife.org

Canon Lawyers Fight to Save Our St. Louis Churches
Th e laity of the Archdiocese appear to be waking up 
to the possibility that many churches are threatened 
with permanent closure due to All Th ings New (ATN). 
For those who are not yet aware, a group headed by 
Ken Battis, parishioner at St. Gianna, has engaged can-
on lawyer Philip C.L. Gray, J.C.L., President of Th e St. 
Joseph Foundation, to represent the laity’s interest in 
protecting all viable churches from closure. Sen. Bob 
Onder (M.D., J.D.) has agreed to be the procurator in 
the eff orts of Catholics to save their parishes from the 
unnecessary and harmful process, ATN.

Th ree meetings have taken place. Attendees have 
learned some surprising and encouraging details about 
the potential for a parish to defend itself, utilizing rights 
provided in the Church’s Canon law. Well over 100 of 
the archdiocese’s 178 parishes have participated.    
Th ose already engaged in the battle ask for your support 
by signing your Procurator Mandate (see link below) 
and having others you know sign it as well. If you are 
called to engage in this battle, get started by joining their 
mailing list and attending the next meeting. For further 
information & updates see: tinyurl.com/ybextp74 ●  

Suppression of the Traditional Latin Mass 
If any doubt remained that leaders of the Church have 
taken a hostile stance toward the Traditional Latin Mass 
(TLM), it was removed by Pope Francis in July of 2021 
with his apostolic letter issued Motu Proprio “Traditio-
nes Custodes”. It signaled a brazen, direct attack on tra-
dition. All the faithful should be aware that the suppres-
sion of the TLM called for in this Motu Proprio is being 
imposed quietly, but with vigor, here in the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis. For your information and to the best of our 
knowledge, here is an update of archdiocesan TLM sta-
tus in the St. Louis area.          

• St. Barnabas—Pastor forced into early retirement, 
parish on All Th ings New merge list

• St. Mary of Victories—Latin Mass priest not re-
placed, parish on All Th ings New closure list

• Little Flower—still one weekly Latin Mass but for-

bidden to promote it (even in bulletin), parish on 
All Th ings New merge list

• Epiphany—Latin Mass cancelled, parish on All 
Th ings New merge list

• St. Gregory and Augustine—traditional Sacrament 
of Confi rmation restricted

• St. Francis DeSales—St. Louis Canons required 
to concelebrate Holy Th ursday Novus Ordo Mass 
(Provincial headquarters of the Institute of Christ 
the King Sovereign Priest [in Chicago] no longer 
allowed any Masses)

For twenty years, Catholics have labored to expand ac-
cess to the TLM in this region. Progress is now being 
rolled back faster than anyone could have imagined. 
Will you join the fi ght to save it? ●
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support abortion, contraception, gay and transgender 
movements, illegal immigration, and child trafficking. 
A percentage of every Sunday collection is given to the 
local bishop to be used for diocesan needs, with excess 
amounts to be used at the bishop’s discretion to support 
programs that are endorsed by the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 
Through research over many years, the Lepanto Insti-
tute has documented USCCB funding of many entities - 
named above - which operate contrary to the traditional 
values of the Church. Unfortunately, the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development (CCHD), Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) and Catholic Charities are all involved. 
(https://lepantoin.org/charity-reports/) 
Is the closing of our Churches a chastisement from 
Jesus for evil money-changing taking place in His Fa-
ther’s house? 

A Cause We Dare Not Speak
Consider whether St. Louis Catholics are merely reap-
ing what we and our spiritual leaders have sown. 
For instance, one “cause” cited for fewer faithful in the 
pews is that Catholics have contracepted and aborted 
at the same alarming rate as society at large. Logic tells 
us that smaller Catholic families will result and that this 
will lead to fewer faithful in the pews. This is surely true; 
yet this “cause”, like others commonly cited, is actual-
ly a symptom. Further analysis leads to the root cause.  

(1) People contracept and abort when they believe those 
actions are morally acceptable. (2) Catholics hold that 
belief if they’ve turned away from the Church’s long-
standing teaching. (3) Many Catholics, too often guid-
ed by unorthodox clergy, have been lured into believing 
that in modern society it is undesirable to be distinctly 
and unapologetically Catholic. They’ve thrown out por-
tions of Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition, blind to 
the vital roles these play in stoking the fires of our faith.  
(4) Subsequent generations have grown up surrounded 
by this lukewarm teaching and have wandered even far-
ther astray. Fewer and fewer “faithful” remained in the 
pews. Fewer also sought religious vocations. (5) The root 
cause of our current predicament: decades-long submis-
sion to the ever-lurking heresy of Modernism.

In Closing
All Things New can be expected to fail in its stated 
goals over time because it does not address the core 
problem - a faith problem. We cower from the chal-
lenge of being distinctly and unapologetically Catho-
lic which, for centuries, had attracted more and more 
and more souls INTO pews while producing countless 
awe-inspiring saints. 
Like adult plane passengers, affixing our own drop-
down oxygen masks before tending to the children be-
side us, let us secure the pillars of Sacred Scripture and 
Sacred Tradition inside our churches before we invite 
others to enter under His roof. ●

➤ Continued from Page 6

➤ Continued from Page 7
that every one of us is choosing a side, whether we know it or not. So here we are, in need of clarity, yet confusion 
and division are almost everywhere. What is right? To whom should we listen? The answers lie in complicated 
Catholic principles that few of us know very well. Frankly, most of us are content not knowing but dare we ignore 
Fr. Isaac’s warning (see earlier in this newsletter)?
“Study the Faith …. In past centuries, Catholics might have been excused for not reading extensively because they did 
not have access to the documents or books. That is not the case today. Every one of us has easy access on the internet 
to read all of them. We will be judged on whether we made the effort to educate ourselves!” 

–Father Isaac Mary Relyea
The Catholic Faith does tell us how to discern those whom we should follow. The key is un-
derstanding true Catholic obedience and other related principles such as magisterium and 
infallibility. These are not simple principles, but we must know them if we are to know whom 
to obey and what messages we can trust amid this fog of war. 
To help, CREDO pledges more information about obedience throughout 2023. In our next 
newsletter, we will begin to unpack the specifics of true Catholic obedience with insight 
from reliable sources. For readers eager to jump in, we’d recommend a recent work by Peter 
Kwasniewski, True Obedience in the Church. ●
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NEXT FORUM: MARCH 4, 2023

Fr. James Altman  
Returns to St. Louis

Former Ironworker,  
Attorney and  
Businessman

Become a Fr. Altman “Angel Sponsor” and purchase tickets online at CREDOstLouis.org


